
Do the social sciences provide universally valid explanations of human behaviour in 
society? Passeron thinks not. However, this doesn’t mean that social scientists can 
only represent the diverse narratives of ordinary people. Passeron argues vigorously 
that sociological reasoning enables us, within a historical continuum, to analyse the 
dialectic between context and individual intention, the general and the particular.  
This is what defines the social sciences as ‘in-between’ sciences.
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